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| 4 is Orduted, That het Thanks of this Gout 
be given to the Reverend Mr Mead, Chap- 
ain to the Right Honourable the Lozp Maron, 
for his Sermon = reached this Day before this 
Court, and the Lireries of the ſeveral Compa- 
nies of. this City, at the Pariſh Church of Saint 
© Lawrence Fewry,' before the Hlection of a 
 Lozp Mavon for the Year _— and 1 
be be deſired to N the lame. . ; 
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Wes with all Humility, and Reſpect, 
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Exopus XVII. 21. 


CC 
| the People, able Men, fuch as fear 1 
| Goa, Men of Truth,” hating Covetouſs 

| N 1 and Place ſuch o over them to be 


= HESE Words are a Part of Jerbro's — 
A Advice to Moſes his Son in Law | | | 
and are deſigned as a weighty Lef | 
ſon of Inſtruction, how he ought i „ 
to proceed in the Choice of Thoſe, to whom : 
he intended to delegate his Power. The 
Counſel here given, key its Riſe ſrom two | 
: . very . 
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| very ſignificant and laudable Motives, vix. a 
paternal Concern and · Tenderneſs for his Son, 


and a Zeal for promoting and ee. the 
public Good. | 


Jethro was 4 Prince of great Sagacity 
Experience, had ſtudied the Rules of Govern- 
ment, and found out a Method to make the 


Care and Management of it eaſy and pleaſant to 
thoſe to whom it was committed. — For tho' in 


the firſt Verſe of this Chapter he js ſtiled a Prieſt 
of Midian, yet the original Hebrew Word, 
Coben, ſignifying a Prince likewiſe, and being 
underſtood by ancient and later Expaſitors in 
that Senſe, we are authoriſed. to conſider him 
in a civil as well as religious Capacity, and to 
| Jook upon him as a competent Judge, of What 
Method was moſt conducive to the "my Admi- 
niſtration of the Judicial Authority, and. to. the 
ſpeedier nee of eat or ain 
Cauſes. 


Achte was REES — — 
neſs, and Mildneſs of Temper ; attentive to any 
Advice which might ind the Welfare of 
himſelf 


"before the LORD MAYOR; 2 


| himſelf and Poople: He had a cool Head, but 
a Heart warm and ſanguine in the Cauſe of Li- 


Diſcernment in all Matters of Right and Wrong; 
and was furniſhed with a Diſpofition for Juſ- 
tice, adequate to his great Capacity. But, as 
many Appeals were of a nice and critical Na- 
ture, Difficulties muſt needs ariſe, and Delays 
unavoidably enſue: And while he was ſingle in 
the Adminiſtration, while he was ſurrounded 
with a Croud of Claims, and had the Com- 
plaints of ſo numerous a People to hear and de- 
termine; he was drove to the fatal Neceſſity of 
uſing more Diſpatch than the Nature of the 
Caſe would oſten admit of, or elſe to ſpin out 
the Cauſe of ſome, to the Prejudice and Hin- 
drance of other contending Parties. — And re 
was the Foundation of Fethro's Expoſtulation 
with him, ver. 14. — Mut ir this Thing wa 
thou doſt to the People ? Why fitteſt thou thyſelf 
| alone, and all the People ſtand by thee, | from 
Morning until Evening? Thou wilt Jurely wear 
away, both Thou, and this People with the! —= 
Hearken to my Advice, and both you and 
he a on ha Be Thou the 
32 | principal 
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Apia e! in all Matters of- Moment; but 
with regard to Matters of leſs Importance, Pro- 
vide out of all the People able Men, ſuch as fear 
| God, Men of Truth, ' hating Covetouſneſs ; and 
place ſuch over them, for the Diſpatch of Bu- 
ſineſs, as well as thine" own Eaſe uno” Com- 
fort. 
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Tur Senſe and Scope of the Text being 
e far explained, I muſt beg your Patience 
while I enlarge a little upon the Qualifications 
here ſet down, and thought effential to Rulers 
of all Denominations; not with any View to 
dictate to ſuch an auguſt Aſſembly, how to pro- 
ceed in the Choice, or preſcribe Rules for your 
Conduct upon this Occaſion: This is not my 
Province; and I am happily prevented, by 
your known Zeal for the Cauſe of Liberty, and 
the Welfare of this Metropolis; and by your 
fixed Reſolution to accept of none but thoſe, 
who are Advocates for the One, and have given | 
ſome Proof of their Concern for the Other. 
All that I propoſe in the enſuing Diſcourſe, is ; 
to recommend' the Qualifications mentioned in 
the 124% Mg as uſeful to thoſe in Power, as well as 

| benefi- 
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beneficial * any 05 — cbeir 3 | 
e ee higheſt Obligation, of paying a due 
Deference and Reſpect tap and „ ts 
eee of the Perſon e of COS 


hotl wee 7 at h bl Lrigres: 


os — of Toftaining the F we inhe- | 
rent to the Poſt, and» with Soundneſs of Judg- 
n W daa. ſufficient 
of che Point in I Diputs and to. ge it its pro- 


ee increaſe, in — to his Zeal for 
2 ae and his Concern for the Security 
8 opert _— Fellow-Ci- 

er _ of 
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lebe ef Criminals ne wy ens. 
the Faculty of Diſceudling will be impaired, and 
the Power of | Judging ſtrangely | confuled/ and 
diſordered. But a found Mind in a ſound Body, 
will five him foch-z Degree uf Fortitude and 
Courage, as will make him u Terror to Duil- 
_— eu ompete 


with — W Vivacity, and 
— Gravityrand . Deportes 
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Senſe, and communicates its Shim Fr "RA | 
eee 1 1g: And how 
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but upon reaſonable and lawful  Occafions. — -1f 


he retires fr a while from the 
it is formed upon a juſtifiable Motive; it is . 
order to Make off 3 ee 
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away.  And-indeed, PR a eee 
Thoughts continually. intent upon Ways and 
Means of procuring Advantages to that political 
Body over which he preſides; attentively to con- 
ſider every Diſpute; to make himſelf Maſter of 
both Sides the Queſtion, and to ſum up the 
Whole as the Evidence appears; is a Work f 
more Difficulty than is generally imagined, a | 
1 - Burden ſo very ponderous, as to require Re | 
x daes _ Rae th r and ſu 


Au — of - rm and 80 
| 1 judgment, however neceſſary and eſſential eco 

. may be, are not alone ſufficient to denominate 
Perſons Men of Ability, conſidered in a publick 
Light; they ſhould. likewiſe be endued with a 
conſiderable Fortune, capable of ſupporting the 
Dignity and Grandeur of their high Station, and 
placing them above the Snares and Temptations 
of Privery and Corruption. = — For however ge- 
nerous and free in his own N ature a principal 
Magiſtrate may be, he cannot properly acquit 
himſelf with that Credit and Reputation, which 
the Nature of his honourable Poſt requires, with- 
00 tune ee to the great Charges and 


Expences 


_Fefore the 1 LORD MAT OR Sc. 13 


C ,of ity Not, chat he. is chen to un 
unne ceſſary Expences to gratify the Humour | 
: of the giddy unthinking Populace, who are eap- 
c with pompous Shew, and gaudy Appear- 
But ſuch a becominę Grandeur in Equi- 
page and TR anch a generoue and Aale 1 . 
We ter upon particular Occa- „ 
| eceſſiry, as may argue a Magnificent : BE 
void of: Adlo@tation, u Genetoity: „„ Prod © —_ 
gality, and a n void of Frofuſeneſ. © ©"... 
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5 (Cav bopthpiliog) rudent 
giſtrate is free from the Jang 
ſelf} and Family; he gains the Reſpect anus g 
Eſteem 2 of thoſe he preſides over; ſupports the : OS, Fi 
Character of a wiſe and» intelligent Ruler, and = 7 7 3 
leaves an Example worthy the Imitatibn of thoſe EN 
that ſucceed him!) And if to this we add ts 
enen alliberal Education, the Study of 
+ | 11 78 „Ad 4 genteel and polite | - : 
| Convert nee 3 will nat -— 
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760 . hand the Cats 
of Religion at Heart, amtl. both by Principle and 
Practice, uſe his utmoſt I urs oo 

it; that, a6 he is plactd He 4 Bea 17 
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and will keep him from Wting any Man's fape- 
riot Situation in Life, 'flceven' Him from the de- 
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* wif ko'd fearful of offending epa 
chat all his Actions are open to 
the ning: Inſpection, and that his Faults will 
reeeive the greater Aggravation and: Cofidetnna- 
tion, 'the higher he is placed in Life; this wal 


üncite him to keep a-conftant Guard over him ; 
elf,” and move Him to <diſcountenance and 20an- | 


derm the Practice of Wickedneſh in others 2 


juſtzce, Profiineneſs and 11 
Lowdnkh ind Debeuehe Hüve el Pas; 


Stroke of Juſtice, have a pecu- 


Er Vencraifon for the reihen Obſervince2of 
the Lord's Day, nd WII not permit | 
fringement to be made upon it, by conniving 


Perſons Following «their 


_ ſponding the Time of Dine Serviee in Stick 
NR CIT Te touehie@>wiith the 


"Miſery und Pb and mache 
üs and Severtey, he W neverichew 
a ſelf Cempaſſion towards them | but WII Pre- 
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us Offenders, or the 
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a canning Cranes of ill-deſigning-Men, - 
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1 farther: Sobriety, Righteouſneſs : and 
Godlineſs, are no Diſparagement to Men of high 
Rank. How contemptuous ſoever they may 
appear in the Eyes of the dpritely and gay Part of 


ee | who are ct in the Cixele of 


know no other Happineſs; yet 
thoſe Qualities takes no, Diminution to a Great 
Barner but add a dere edges i. 


beck, and gain in hi. all claro pede bein 
Slaves to their Pe lions do not know, the Uſeful- 


"neſs and Advantage of a cool Head, à calm 
Mind, and #,qujeh: Gonſcigngs: 4, 6 £ rt 5117 
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I Great and Good be nee 


ave as cred Hiſtory, of, Per ons.eminent for 


is, paid to fuch-a 1 Refinement: &f Nature then 
Abrabam and Lot, Moſes, 


would no more be valued for r em 
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would be for their moral Qualities. — But Bb 


it was thought no Derogation to the Dignity of 
Conſtantine the Great, becauſe he embraced Chriſ- 


tianity, and ſubmitted himſelf to be guided and 


governed by its excellent Precepts; why ſhould 
the Great and Grand at this Time, who profeſs 


to believe in the Name of Chrift, and promife 


themſelves Salvation and eternal Life thro” Him, 
preſume to faney themſelves exempted and ex- 


cuſed, on account of their high Station, from the 
Diſcharge of thoſe Duties which: the ep auch er- 


prefily requires and enjoins ? 


Bur with pd to a Magiſtrate, there is one 
forcible Reaſon for his being a Perſon of Virtue, 
Sobriety and Holineſs: For how elſe can Wick 
edneſs be ſuppreſſed, and Religion be promoted ? 
As Men are naturally partial to thoſe Vices, which 
they know themſelves addicted to, they will be 
the lefs forward to puniſh the Commiſſion there- 
of in others. — A Ruler therefore ſhould” have- 
no ſuch Biaſs upon his Judgment, no ſuch Re- 
Ntraint ok his TOE and Conſcience. | 


Pubs: as Laws are enacted For the Main- 
tenance and Support of People in their religious as 
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well as eivil Rights; 6505 advancing che Glory of 


Gop, is found to be the beſt Security of the 


publick Good : And as Magiſtrates are the Guar- 
dians and Protectors of thoſe Laws, which are in- 


tended to promote this ſalutary End; it therefore 
ſeems to be incumbent upon them, to defend the 


One againſt all Encroachments, in order to ſecure 


and promote the Other: And their Endeavours 


| to ſupport the pure and eſtabliſhed Religion of 


their Country, ought: to be vigilant and active, 


and forcible enough to deſtroy all Attempts form- 
ed to undermine, and work the Subverſion of it. 


Bur ber —The Fear of Gop is of Ser- 
vice, conſidered in a relative and ſocial Light, as 
it will naturally exclude the Fear of Men, and 
encourage a wiſe and good Ruler to act with 
Simplicity, and Honeſty of Heart; he will then 


be awed by no Man's Greatneſs, nor will reſpect 


Perſons in Judgment; but, void of ſelfiſh and 
mercenary Views, will diſtribute Juſtice with a 


faithful and impartial Hand.—And, ſachare thoſe 


Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs, mentioned in 


the Text; and which is the third and laſt mes 
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in the Character of a Perſon placed in a publick 
Station ; and che greateſt Courage, the moſt un- 
daunted Reſolution, is neceſſary to make him 
againſt the Diſpleaſure of the Mighty, and 
the alluring Baits of filthy Lucre. Not to be 
frayed by particular Affection or Intereſt; not to 
be biaſſed by Prejudice; but to be equally difpoſ- 
ed, patiently to attend to the Cauſe of a poor 
Man as well as a rich one; is the greateſt Trial 
of a Magiſtrate's Virtue, the ſtrongeſt Evidence 
of an unſhaken Probity and Sincerity. And yet 
ch a Stability and Firmnefs of Mind is highly 
receflary, where Might and Right, as they very 
often do, claſh with one another, and ſtand in 
Competition. — For which Reaſon, in order to 
preſerve the Diſpenſation of exact Juſtice, in the 
_ firſt Ages of the World, the Hebrew Doctors tell 
us of ſome ſingular Practices in their Courts of 
mene conducive; to that great End. 


ono e 
into Court richly cloathed, and the other poor- 

y bey conld nee! bo heard: dach ren: 
6 Nor would they ſuffer one of 
Ga oo 
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dice and Partiality uſed, and Cc 
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a ET EI to fit 404 the 18 to ſtand, but fo of 


them either fat or ſtood: And if they fat, one 
« of them was not permitted to ſit higher 4 
« the other, bur they fat by cock gther's Sides” 


. this equitable and mile Bn: 
there ſeems to have been a great deal of Preju- 
ruption was al 
moſt got to its higheſt Pitch; which doubtleſs 
gave occaſion to thoſe repeated Admonitions, of 
not wreſting of Judgment, nor reſpecting of Per- 


fons, nor taking of Bribes. — And we find ſome. 


Remains of this injurious and unfriendly Practice, 


James ii, even in St James's Days, who complains * hea- 


vily of the Converts Partiality, and the Di 


8 which 89 ee and wie Raiment led them 


j 11 doubtleſs, is a great Diſadvantage, 
and ſeldom carries the Appearance of Right along 
with it, — But Difference in Fortune and Figure, 


| will make no Alteration in the Sentence of a juſt _ 


and impartial Judge; the Cauſe will be confidered 


by him more than the Parties at Variance; ſo 


that there will be no occaſion to diveſt the rich 
Man of his Attire, to deſtroy his Influence 3 Or 


to 
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to change my homely Apparel of the poor Man, 
to raiſe his Credit, and put a better Face upon 
his Cauſe; but due Regard will be had to the 
Equity of each Man's Caſe; a proper Puniſhment 
will attend the unjuſt Oppreſſor, and r 
in . _ mh ITE have IM | 
A the Nation thatt is > furniſhed: with Ru- 
| 125 of ſo great Ability and Integrity; happy the 
City, provided with Magiſtrates of ſo much Fide- 


lity and Honeſty of Heart: Many ſuch have this 


renowned Metropolis produced; . Perſons, emi- 
nent for their Conſtancy and Steadineſs of Princi 
ples in the worſt of Times; tenacious of the 
Rights and Liberties of their Fellow-Citizens, and 
vigorous in the Support and Maintenance of them: 
And no leſs vigilant and active has the Honour- 
able Perſon been, who now preſides; and I ſhould 


be unjuſt to his High Character, and great Digni- 
ty," to. paſs by in Silence, how much thoſe Qua- 
lifications, which I have been expatiating upon, 


are united, and do centre in Him: A Magiſtrate, 


whoſe Ability, Virtue and Integrity, whoſe Dili-. 

_ gence and-unwearied Application to the weighty | 
Buſineſs of his Function; and whoſe 'Politeneſs; 
Generoſity and Good nature, have been a Credit 
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and an Omament to ena be filled and 

deſervedly recommendod Him to thi Since 
Eſteem and Approbation, nbt only of his Fellow. 
Citizeris, but Perſons of ſuperior — A 
Magiſtrate, who gave the molt carly Proof, that 
no Difficulties or Dangers could mak 
ration in the Firmneſs of his Reſolution, nor abate 
bis Zeal -for the publick Good But when the 
greateſt Perils and Troubles which this Nation 
could poſſibly be involved in, encompaſſed us all 
atqund; when REBEL LION, that gigaatic Mon- 
ter, was making long Strides to this' Metropolis, 
when it filled every Breaſt with Horror and Con- 
fuſion, and threatned Deſtruction to all ve held 
near and dear; then was He inſpired with an Ar- 
dour equal to the ſolemn and important Occaſion, 
and coricerted ſuch Meaſures, as tended. reger 
| the end 1 rae ue pg 


| | May, Hits: never rr van en- 
2 with the ſame noble Seutiments and Zeal: 


And there is the leſs Danger of it, as we have 
the Proſpect of a Succeſſion of Perſons of known 
Integrity and Honour. Nothing more remains 
therefore for me to do, but to conclude with a 
W 
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withſo muck Difficulty and Trouble, the greater 
ſhould we contribute to its Eaſe and Support. 
The Affairs of this great and populous City, re- 


the Burden and Weight ef Power is, 


quire an uncommon Degree of Affiduity and Ap- 


plication. Let Unanimity and Concord 


'there- 


fore preſide) among You; and when Jou have 


equal to the important Taſk, let ne Confideris 
tions whatſbeyer flacken your ''Endeavonrs, in 


pitched upon 2 Perſon, whom Ves ſhall: auge 


your ſeveral Stations, to make Him paſs thrbughi 


the Offee with Chearfulneſs and! Nleaſure. Thie 


carmòt fail to endear Vou to Him, and will put 


Him upon all the'Meaſures, which Hie finds 
condacive to the” Proſperity af chis renowned . 


Incorporate” Body, dnt the Welfare oficach 
4 8 8 

e 
Tus, hn in a 1 Agteement the 
| Peace and T ranquility of the Community will be 
. eſtabliſhed, and Diford, and Niviſion will find 
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and mean 1 to | diſturb and = <5 it; ; 


Trade and Commerce will naturally flouriſh and 
be enlarged, and the Credit and Reputation of 
this great Fd be] * ever oa at * ate 


x _ 


Bo ur Be us © aha be mindful to a 
G oD's Bleſſing upon our honeſt Endeavours; 
Let us daily reflect, how much our Security 
and Happineſs depends upon his good Pleaſure, 
and let us not be wanting in our religious; any 


more than in our ſocial Duties; but by a ſted- 


faſt Faith, and Works of Piety and Charity, ſo 
recommend ourſelyes to the divine Favour, that 
when this earthly Settlement ſhall fail us, we may 
exchange it for an eternal and glorious Inherit- 
_ ance, and be happy in the Fellowſhip and Com- 
munion of Saints and Angels ann 7 
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